In spite of pain in the CRPS limb, clinical observations show patients pay little attention to, and fail to care for, their affected limb as if it were not part of their body. Literature describes this phenomenon in terms of neurological neglect-like symptoms. This qualitative study sought to explore the nature of the phenomenon with a view to providing insights into central mechanisms and the relationship with pain. Twenty-seven participants who met the IASP CRPS classification were interviewed using qualitative methods to explore feelings and perceptions about their affected body parts. These semi-structured interviews were analysed utilising principles of grounded theory. Participants revealed bizarre perceptions about a part of their body and expressed a desperate desire to amputate this part despite the prospect of further pain and functional loss. A mismatch was experienced between the sensation of the limb and how it looked. Anatomical parts of the CRPS limb were erased in mental representations of the affected area. Pain generated a raised consciousness of the limb yet there was a lack of awareness as to its position. These feelings were about the CRPS limb only as the remaining unaffected body was felt to be normal. Findings suggest that there is a complex interaction between pain, disturbances in body perception and central remapping. Clinically, findings support the use of treatments that target cortical areas, which may reduce body perception disturbance and pain. We propose that body perception disturbance is a more appropriate term than 'neglect-like' symptoms to describe this phenomenon. Crown
Introduction
Pain in a limb is the cardinal symptom of complex regional pain syndrome (CRPS). One could assume therefore that patients might be overattentive, wishing to protect or look after their affected limb. However, both clinical observations and recent literature (Galer et al., 1995; Galer and Jensen, 1999; Lewis et al., 2003) suggest that this is not the case. Patients have been reported to neglect their affected limb despite the pain. They do not attend to their limb often positioning it in such a way that it is outside of their field of view (Lewis et al., 2003) . Galer et al. (1995 Galer et al. ( , 1999 proposed that this phenomenon was similar in form to neurological neglect. Some consider their affected hand as foreign or strange (Forderreuther et al., 2004) and larger than it really is (Moseley, 2005) . It is clear from these
